It is not surprising, however, that the
virtues and teachings unique in the Precepts
of Knighthood did not remain circumscribed
to the military class. This makes us hasten
to the consideration of
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on the nation at large.

We have brought into view only a few of
the more prominent peaks which rise above
the range of knightly virtues, in themselves
so much more elevated than the general
level of our national life. As the sun in its
rising first tips the highest peaks with russet
hue, and then gradually casts its rays on
the valley below, so the ethical system
which first enlightened the military order
drew in course of time followers from
amongst the masses. Democracy raises up
a natural prince for its leader, and aris-
tocracy infuses a princely spirit among the
people. Virtues are no less contagious
than vices. " There needs but one wise
man in a company, and all are wise, so
rapid is the contagion," says Emerson. No